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Legacies Aprll = May 2012

Bk/Beaver Lake Regional Park supports a population of the endangered Western Painted Turtle,
has been studiedince 2008 & LJ NI 2F | I 0 A  spedel atahskprogran2 Yhe d
turtles nestwithin areas used for multiple recreational activities. In ApMay 2012, in collaboration
with CRD Parks, Eieaver Lake Equestrian Society (EBES) and volunt&€rshiologists (Christian
Engelstoft and Kristiina Ovaska) engaged in nesting habitat enhancémtéetpark Additionally,
Camosun College Environmental Technology students installed badesipr turtles in ponds
adjacent to the nesting areas.

One enhancemet site is within the EBES riding area, where turtles have been nesting on paths a
other unsafe areas. A turtle nesting area was created at this site in June 2011. In April 2012, volut

cleared the area of invading thistles abidckberries.
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The site is getting overgrown with graesdweedsincluding broom, and bare patches of ground
preferred bynesting turtles are disappearinghanks to volunteer efforts, theiteis now broomfree.

In 2010 and 2011, we experimentally weeded and turned over fou? flats within this area, and
turtles preferentially nested in these bare patchésMay 2012, we continued this approach and tilleg
additional small patchesf ground







